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HISTORY

1970 - study found ESA would not allow
publishing Proceedings of SW Branch

1973 - recommended not publish Abstracts
1975 - Vote at SW Branch meeting
Not-for-profit organization established

1976 - First iIssue of Southwestern
‘Entomologist published

2003 - Name changed to Society of
Southwestern Entomologists

2005 - Articles from 1976-2004 on CD
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in November or December 1975 | asked Roger ixummond the execulive
bodrd member from the Southwestern Branch of the Entomological Socety of
America 1o present a request to the National Executive Committee 10 allos
the Southwesicrn Branch 1© publish 2 jouraal that would contain articles on
nsecte of the Southwestern U S and Maxico | recall that the commitlee
mesung was held that yvear in Den\'er Colorado. It was pointed out that the
(#niral Heanch publiches 3 journal However our request was dented with
ihe explanation that the Central Branch onlv publishes summaries of thew
branch meetungs Our reguest had been made aller discussions among
several members of e Southwestern Branch, including Bob Harris, Darredl

. lorace Burke, and others. Afler the denial more discussions were held
..:..‘. 2t oor Febrvary 1976 meeting of the Branch | made 2 presentation at
"he tumnese meaung 1o fee! out support for an independent Southwestern
Entomolopicat w:vc't' publithing the Southwestern Entomologist. | asked for
3 <howing of hands on how many would support the idea  After 2 showing
of TU-30 nands saving thev would SUPPOrt @ new society we decided 10
proceed wilh (he work of estabiishing the new socsety  1he mmuies of the
:mtn esiein Dranch business meeting of February 1576 and of the Natonal

Dizcutive meeung in November or December 1975 should show these
reguests.

Bill Chamheriain - 2 AN



OBJECT & PURPOSE OF SOCIETY

foster entomological accomplishment
among members and promote
Entomology through:

associlation & discussion among
entomologists ' '

preparation, reading, & publication of papers

dissemination of entomological information
to public

publication of Southwestern Entomologist



PURPOSE OF SOUTHWESTERN
ENTOMOLOGIST

Articles of interest to region
All phases of entomology
Low cost

Rapld pUbI ICatIOn Volume 1, Number 17 1976

The Southwestern Entomological Society was organized in 1976 for the
primry purpose-of: publishing a regional journai. The first issue

of the Southwestern Entomologist was published 1n July 1976, and &
numbers -win-Se-published by inuary}m ~Fhe--journal- will be-pub—
-n-hetrqwtzﬁy ‘i March, June, September, amd- December. ~The- vesearch
need not be conducted in the southwestern United States or Mexico,

but articles will be restricted to subjects of interest to this region.
These articles will be reviewed by at least one peer for scientific
content. and suitability for publication. Papers are published in
English or Spanish with a Spanish and English abstract.




FIRST
SOUTHWESTERN
ENTOI\/IOLOGIST
JOURNAL

March /Ju_Iy; 1976_
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HISTORY OF SOCIETY EMBLEM

THE BEETLE, ZOPHERUS NODULOSUS HALDEMANI: SYMBOL OF THE
SOUTHWESTERN EHTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY

The seal which appears for the first time on the cover of this number of
The Southwestern Entomologist was designed and drawn by H. R. Burke and W. F.
Chamberlain. The beetle j.llustrated on the seal is a tenebrionid (or zopherid
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THE BEETLE, ZOPHERUS NODULOSUS HALDEMANI: SYMBOL OF THE
SOUTHWESTERN ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY

The seal which appears for the first time on the cover of this number of
The Southwestern Entomologist was designed and drawn by H. R. Burke and W. F.
Chamberlain. The beetle illustrated on the seal is a tenebrionid (or zopherid
according to some taxonomists), Zopherus nodulosus haldemani Horn, an insect
which in several ways is representative of the fauna of the southwestern United
States and northern Mexico. The genus Zopherus was the subject of a recent
taxonomic review by C. A. Triplehorn (1972 Smithsonian Contributions to Zool-
ogy 108:1-24) from which some of the following information was taken. T. J.
Spilman (USDA, Washington, D. C.) kindly supplied additional records from the
U. S. National Museum.

Zopherus n. haldemani is a rather large beetle which measures from about
15 to 30 mm. in length. It is adorned dorsally by a black and white color
pattern and is protected by an extremely hard integument. The latter fact may
be attested to by many entomology students attempting to add this handsome
beetle to their collections. After bending the points of ordimary inmsect pins
while trying to pierce the integument, it is often necessary to resort to a
drill or small nail to make a hole through which the pin can be inserted.

This beetle was originally described as a distinct species (Zopherus
haldemani) by G. H. Horn in 1870, but it is presently considered to represent
a subspecies of Zopherus nodulosus Solier. The name haldemani was likely
derived from that of the well known entomologist, Samuel S. Haldeman. However,
the taxon would probably have been more appropriately dedicated to Horace
Haldeman, Samuel's brother. Horace Haldeman was the first naturalist to con-
centrate on collecting insects in Texas and northern Mexico; in fact, he more
or less specialized in collecting beetles and many new species taken by him
were described by J. L. LeConte and others. It is therefore quite possible
that sometime during the late 1840's or early 1850's Horace Haldeman collected
the material from which Zopherus haldemani was described.

Zopherus n. haldemani is widely distributed through the central portion of
Texas and extends as far south in Mexico as the states of Durango, Nuevo Leon
and San Luis Potosi. Although this subspecies does not occur throughout the
area generally known as the Southwest, other taxa of Zopherus are known from
western Texas, New Mexico and Arizona. The genus Zopherus contains 19 recog-
nized species distributed in the southwestern and western United States, in
Mexico, and southward to Venezuela. The majority of species of the genus are
southwestern in distribution.

As it is so often the case with many insects of the southwestern fauna,
virtually nothing has been published on the biology of Z. n. haldemani. Other
species of Zopherus have been noted as being collected on and/or under bark
of pine. Records in the Texas A&M University Insect Collection establish
that Z. n. haldemani has been found "in large numbers" on a dead pecan tree
at Bastrop, Texas and also on trunks of pecan trees at Brownwood. Informa-
tion accompanying specimens from Victoria preserved in the U. §. National
Museum indicates that they were taken from wood of "pecan timber."” Since
these specimens are larvae and pupae this record provides good evidence that
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pecan wood serves as a developmental site for the species.

Adult specimens
have also been taken from under bark of a dead oak tree at College Station.

Although the genus Zopherus does not contain any species which have been con-
sidered of economic importance, one intriguing, but all too brief, record cites
Z. n. haldemani (presumably adults) as "destroying sprouts" of potatoes at

New Ulm, Texas in 1937. This was probably an accidental association as there

have been no further reports of this beetle damaging plants during the inter-
vening 40 years.

The only example of a species of Zopherus attracting a notable amount of
public attention involves the "jewelled" beetle, Zopherus chilensis Gray.
Beetles of this species are sometimes covered with rhinestones, fitted with

a small chain as a leash, and anchored alive to clothing as an unusual type
of costume jewelry.

The lack of information about the 1life history and habits of the large
and fairly common beetle which the Society has adopted to adorn its seal points
out to entomologists of the Southwest that many opportunities exist for the
discovery of new things about the insects of the region. Hopefully, the biol-

ogy of the beetle selected as a symbol of our Society will not much longer re-
main unknown.

Horace R. Burke



FI RST PRESI DENT®S
MEMBERS January 21, 1977

Dear Member:

The Southwestern Entomological Society is now nearly a year old. 1
believe that during this time we have accomplished a good deal, but there
is still more to be done. Your Scciety has been incorporated in the State
of Texas, the Society has tentatively been given a non-profit status by
the Internal Revenue Sexvice, and the State of Texas has exempted the
Society from franchise and sales taxes, This means that you can claim
your membership dues as an income tax deduction and the Society is in a
better positicn to carry out its activities at less cost. But most im-
portantly, the Society has started the publication of the Southwestern
Entomologist, Because of organizational requirements we were not able
to publish our first issue until July, 1976, but we hope by the end of
1977 that issues will come out on the month indicated. (We could already
have caught up to date 1f sufficient articles had been submittad,) Postal
regulations require the specification of the number of issues per year

and regular issuance, s ; P
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W. F. Chamberlain, President
Southwestern Entomological Society



AGENDA OF FIRST EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

MEETING OF THE SOCIETY

The Executive Committee of the Southwestern-Entomological Society

will meet Thursday, October 27, 1977 at University of Texas, Austin

The Agenda for the meeting will be:

1.

Sl o

oK

Report by Secretary-Treasurer

Report by Editor, Southwestern Entomologist
Status of Second Class Maliling Permit
Problem with Required Spanish Abstract

Possibility of Society log book reviews and other types of material
In Southwestern Entomologist

Requirement on Page Pay Practices

7. Results of questionnaires on annual meetings, etc. returned by

members

. Appointment of nomination committee



